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1. Overview of the Group

Purpose of the Group
UK Parliamentarians working to achieve Sustainable Development Goal 4: to ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.

Officers and Members

e Chair: Bambos Charalambous MP, Labour
e Co-Chair: Lord Michael German, Liberal Democrat
e Vice-Chair: Baroness Christine Blower, Labour

e Vice-Chair: Mike Wood MP, Conservative

Total parliamentary members: 57

Appendix 1: Full membership list

2. Summary of Activity in the Reporting Year

This year, the APPG on Global Education held 8 events, supported the organisation of one
Westminster Hall Debate, and organised two letters.

October 2024 - IGM and Meeting on the Global Teacher Shortage with the NEU
November 2024 - Send My Friend to School Parliamentary Action Day

January 2025 - Westminster Hall Debate to mark International Day of Education
January 2025 - Roundtable discussion on the new Optional Protocol to the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child

January 2025 - Panel Discussion on Education Under Attack in Gaza and Lebanon
March 2025 - Launch of Send My Friend to School’s ‘Invest in My Friends’ Learning’
Campaign

May 2025 - High-Level Ministerial Roundtable on Foundational Learning

May 2025 - Letter to Baroness Chapman about protecting aid to education



June 2025 - Drop-in session with Send My Friend to School youth campaigners
August 2025 - Letter to Baroness Chapman about the new Optional Protocol to the
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

e October 2025 - Panel discussion on Prioritising Teachers in Emergencies with the
National Education Union

3. Meetings and Events

14 October 2024 - Inaugural General Meeting and Roundtable on the Global Teacher
Shortage

e Purpose: To discuss the findings of a new National Education Union report on how
the UK can take action to address the global teacher shortage.

e Speakers/participating organisations: Celia Dignan and Oliver Mawhinney,
National Education Union.
Number of attendees: 8 MPs/Peers
External sponsors/organisers: National Education Union - no financial benefits

Event summary

12 November 2024 - Send My Friend to School (SMF) Parliamentary Action Day MP
Drop-In

e Purpose: To platform young activists advocating for the right to education as part of
the Send My Friend to School Campaign, a UK campaign connected with the Global
Campaign for Education, speaking out about education in emergencies.

e Speakers/participating organisations: Campaign Champions (young people aged
14-16), Send My Friend to School
Number of attendees: 12 MPs/Peers
External sponsors/organisers: Send My Friend to School - no financial benefits

Event summary

27 January 2025 - Panel Discussion on Education Under Attack in Gaza and Lebanon

e Purpose: To discuss the state of education in Gaza and Lebanon amidst war and
genocide, and review the findings of reports by the Cambridge REAL Centre/Centre
for Lebanese Studies and Save the Children.

e Speakers/participating organisations: Professor Maha Shuayb, University of
Cambridge and Centre for Lebanese Studies; Emma Wagner, Save the Children UK;
Julia Dicum, UNRWA,; Judith Herbertson, FCDO.

Number of attendees: 6 MPs/Peers
External sponsors/organisers: Cambridge REAL Centre - no financial benefits

Event Summary



https://www.globaleducationappg.co.uk/the-appg-hosts-roundtable-discussion-on-the-global-teacher-shortage/
https://sendmyfriend.org/
https://www.globaleducationappg.co.uk/appg-on-global-education-hosts-send-my-friend-to-school-mp-drop-in-session/
https://www.globaleducationappg.co.uk/appg-on-global-education-hosts-panel-discussion-on-education-under-attack-in-gaza-and-lebanon/

28 January 2025 - Roundtable on Optional Protocol to the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child

Purpose: To discuss the value of the UK supporting the Optional Protocol on the UN
Convention of the Rights of the Child

Speakers/participating organisations: Bede Sheppard, Human Rights Watch;
Emma Pearce, Girls Not Brides; Lucia Fry, Malala Fund; Oliver Mawhinney, National
Education Union; Hannah Frisch, Results UK/Send My Friend to School.

Number of attendees: 2 MPs/Peers

External sponsors/organisers: Human Rights Watch - no financial benefits

Event summary

10 March 2025 - Launch of ‘Invest in My Friends’ Learning Campaign’

Purpose: To celebrate and promote the launch of the latest Send My Friend to
School campaign on the importance of investing in education.
Speakers/participating organisations: Lord German, Co-Chair for the APPG on
Global Education; Send My Friend to School Campaign Champions from Merstham
Park School; Ade Adepitan MBE, Paralympian and television presenter; Jummai
Musa, Street Child Nigeria; Neil Thorns, CAFOD; Judith Herbertson, FCDO.
Number of attendees: 3 MPs/Peers

External sponsors/organisers: Send My Friend to School - paid for tea and coffee
refreshments

Event summary

21 May 2025 - High-Level Ministerial Roundtable on Foundational Learning

Purpose: To bring together African Ministers of Education, UK Parliamentarians,
senior FCDO officials, and members of the Coalition for Foundational Learning on
the sidelines of the Education World Forum to hear directly from seven African
countries about their shared mission to improve foundational learning outcomes and
what this looks like in their specific national contexts.

Speakers/participating organisations: Baroness Christine Blower, Vice Chair of
the APPG on Global Education; Siviwe Gwarube, Minister of Basic Education, South
Africa; Hon. Haruna Iddrisu, Minister of Education, Ghana; Hon. Conrad Sackey,
Minister of Basic and Senior Secondary Education, Sierra Leone; Hon. Douglas
Syakalima, Minister of Education, Zambia; Hon. Madalitso Wirima, Minister of
Education, Malawi; Hon. Dr. Torerayi Moyo, Minister of Primary and Secondary
Education, Zimbabwe; Dr. Benjamin Piper, Gates Foundation; Ruth Kagia, Global
Partnership for Education; Joseph Nhan-O’Reilly, International Parliamentary
Network for Education; Judith Herbertson, FCDO; Beth Arthy, FCDO.


https://www.globaleducationappg.co.uk/appg-on-global-education-hosts-roundtable-discussion-on-the-new-optional-protocol-to-the-un-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child/
https://www.globaleducationappg.co.uk/appg-on-global-education-hosts-send-my-friend-to-schools-new-campaign-launch/

e Number of attendees: 3 MPs/Peers
e External sponsors/organisers: Results UK, International Parliamentary Network for
Education - paid for professional photography

Event summary

10 June - Send My Friend to School Parliamentary Action Day MP Drop-In

e Purpose: To platform young activists advocating for the right to education as part of
the Send My Friend to School Campaign, a UK campaign connected with the Global
Campaign for Education, speaking out about the importance of investing in education
globally.

e Speakers/participating organisations: Campaign Champions (young people aged
14-16), Send My Friend to School
Number of attendees: 26 MPs/Peers
External sponsors/organisers: Send My Friend to School - paid for room hire in the
Attlee suite and teas/coffees

Event Summary

13 October - Prioritising Teachers in Emergencies

e Purpose: To mark World Teachers’ Day and hear from teachers union leaders from
Palestine and Ukraine about the challenges of teachers in emergency contexts.

e Speakers/participating organisations: Bambos Charalambous MP, Chair of the
APPG on Global Education; Olga Chabaniuk and Kateryna Maliuta, Trade Union of
Education and Science Workers of Ukraine (TUESWU); Saed Erziqat, General Union
of Palestinian Teachers (GUPT); Sonja Grigt, Education International; Lousie Regan,
National Education Union.

e Number of attendees: 1 MPs/Peers

e External sponsors/organisers: National Education Union - no financial benefits

Event Summary

4. External Benefits and Support

e Secretariat services provided by Results UK, valued at £3,001-4,500 annually,
covering a portion of salary and website hosting.

e Event costs provided by Send My Friend to School for Campaign Launch (10 March)
and Parliamentary Action Day (10 June), valued at less than £1000 for light
refreshments in Jubilee Room and Attlee Suite Room hire + light refreshments.

See Income and Expenditure Statement and Due Diligence Statement for more.


https://www.globaleducationappg.co.uk/appg-on-global-education-hosts-high-level-ministerial-roundtable-on-foundational-learning/
https://sendmyfriend.org/
https://www.globaleducationappg.co.uk/appg-on-global-education-hosts-send-my-friend-to-school-parliamentary-drop-in-session/
https://www.globaleducationappg.co.uk/prioritising-teachers-in-emergencies-appg-on-global-education-and-neu-roundtable/
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